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I believe in God the Father
Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our
Lord who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead and buried; the third
day He arose from the dead,
He ascended into heaven
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Church Universal,
the communion of the
saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life
everlasting.
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Lesson 1									

June 7, 2020

The Call of Wisdom
Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 1
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33

Key Verse: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:7 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22,
32-33 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 1:1-4, 7-8, 10, 20-22,
32-33 (KJV)

Proverbs 1:1-4
1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king
of Israel:
2 For learning about wisdom and instruction,
for understanding words of insight,
3 for gaining instruction in wise dealing,
righteousness, justice, and equity;
4 to teach shrewdness to the simple,
knowledge and prudence to the young–…
7-8
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
8 Hear, my child, your father’s instruction, and
do not reject your mother’s teaching;…
10
10 My child, if sinners entice you, do not
consent.
20-22
20 Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares
she raises her voice.
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; at the
entrance of the city gates she speaks:
22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love
being simple? How long will scoffers delight in
their scoffing and fools hate knowledge?”
32-33
32 “For waywardness kills the simple, and the
complacency of fools destroys them;
33 but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”

Proverbs 1:1-4
1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David,
king of Israel;
2 To know wisdom and instruction; to
perceive the words of understanding;
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom,
justice, and judgment, and equity;
4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young
man knowledge and discretion.
7-8
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; but fools despise wisdom and
instruction.
8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father,
and forsake not the law of thy mother:…
10
10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou
not.
20-22
20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her
voice in the streets:
21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse,
in the openings of the gates: in the city she
uttereth her words, saying,
22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
simplicity? and the scorners delight in their
scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
32-33
32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay
them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy
them.
33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

2

LF Sum Quarterly.20.indd 2

3/16/20 1:52 PM

Lesson 1									

Like a lot of young people, we dismissed
their words as being outdated, because
as DJ Jazzy Jeff and The Fresh Prince
put it, “Parents Just Don’t Understand.”
It would be years before we were able to
heed their warnings or even comprehend
what they were trying to say to us and
the value of it. What made us or anyone
so resistant to wisdom? What makes one
ignore wisdom and not answer wisdom’s
call? And, what exactly is wisdom?

KEY TERMS
•

Wise Dealing – Show oneself attentive.

•

Simple – Lacking depth of understanding;
inexperienced.

•

Scoffers – Mockers.

•

Equity – Even, level, upright.

•

Prudence – Skill and good judgment.

•

Fear – Reverence, deep respect.

•

Shrewdness – Power of devising; discretion.

•

Waywardness – Turning away, renunciation of belief.

June 7, 2020

TELLING THE BIBLE STORY

The author in today’s text opens the
book of Proverbs by first explaining the
need for wisdom. He tells of the ways
that wisdom benefits
INTRODUCTION
us and how, if followed,
Growing
up,
it will enhance our lives
my
parents
and
greatly. The writer goes
grandparents had a lot
on to encourage us to
What makes
of sayings and idioms
heed the instruction
one
ignore
wisdom
that they would recite
and advice of those in
when trying to get us
and not answer
authority over us. But,
kids to learn a lesson.
despite all the author’s
wisdom’s call?
They would share their
push to get others to
experiences and offer us
seek wisdom, wisdom
insights that would help
is not being accepted.
us when making our
Instead of wisdom
own decisions. Out of
receiving
a
warm
fear and respect, mostly fear, we listened embrace, wisdom is being pushed away.
to what they said; but, we did not receive Wisdom is calling but being rejected. She
it as relevant to our current situations. is calling but being mocked. Wisdom is
•

Complacency – Self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness of deficiencies.
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calling but being ridiculed and ignored. As
a result, the people are being destroyed
and worse, dying. So, how do we get
people to tune their ear to wisdom’s call?
How do we reverse their desire to go their
own way and instead live secure and at
ease?

of her master caused her to reject Ms.
Tubman’s advice despite her experience
and knowledge of a free life. Her sister
chose not to listen; and, it ultimately cost
her sister her life.

freedom, it was not enough. She wanted
to bring others along the journey with
her; but, many were apprehensive, the
most apprehensive being Ms. Tubman’s
sister. Her sister was unable to see past
her current reality. The cost seemed
too high a price. She was complacent
where she was because she felt it was
safer. Her love for her children and fear

the total number of those enslaved who
might have had the option to escape says
that there were those who were resistant
to wisdom. They did not believe in what
she was selling. Though Ms. Tubman had
experienced a better life and had access
to an alternate reality that allowed both
black and white to walk and work side by
side, so many turned a deaf ear. They

CASE STUDY

Though the actual details of Harriet
SANKOFA
Tubman’s journeys are in question, they
Our history is filled with many stories of are not important. The fact that she was
leaders who have risen
able to save a group of
out of the ashes to lead
enslaved Africans is.
people into a better life.
The number who were
It usually starts with a
freed is not as important
traumatic event, which
as is finding out why so
So, how do
causes them to acquire
many chose to stay. We
we
get
people
to
a new, more liberating
acknowledge that many
perspective, resulting in
were never given the
tune their ear to
their desire to enlighten
opportunity to escape
wisdom’s call?
others of this alternative
to freedom; but, some
reality. Harriet Tubman
were. The fact that the
was one such person.
number of people Ms.
Because Ms. Tubman
Tubman freed was
had
experienced
significantly lower than
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could not see past the limitations of their
own experience and knowledge, and they
rejected her and her idea of freedom.

June 7, 2020

things are already consistent? If one has
not experienced what wisdom is putting
out, then one cannot begin to grasp or
understand.

To them, freedom was working less
hours, or being in the master’s house.
So, how then do we influence those
Freedom was being able to marry and/ who resist wisdom? How do we get
or keeping their children and family those persons to heed the advice? Do
together. Freedom was being able we use scare tactics and emphasize
to worship freely and attend Sunday the destruction as laid out in verses
services. The conditions of their life were 8-19? Or, do we do as my parents and
not the greatest; but,
grandparents did by
it could be worse, and
sharing their stories –
they were not willing to
allow them to come to
sacrifice the little they
Or, do we…allow them wisdom on their own
had for the unknown.
with instruction and
to come to wisdom on teaching as their guide?
LIFE APPLICATION
their own with instruction
QUESTIONS
It is the same with
and teaching as their 1. How do you
so many today. It is the
define wisdom?
reason women (and
guide?
2.
How
do
we
men) stay in abusive
generally
handle
relationships. It is why
rejection of our wisdom?
a person will not leave
Do we in turn reject the
the terrible conditions
person (or group of people) or do we
change our tactics?

of a job. It is the reason a working mother
will continue to get assistance and not a
“better” job. Sometimes, the resistance to
wisdom is not due to immaturity, laziness,
or any other judgments we may have.
Wisdom requires risks, and the results,
on the surface, seem unstable. Why
give up stability for the unknown when

3. What is something you want to tell
your younger self? What is somthing
your younger self wants to tell (or
remind) you.

5

LF Sum Quarterly.20.indd 5

3/16/20 1:52 PM

Lesson 1									

June 7, 2020

Lessons to Myself from My Younger
and Older Self.

some things” self when the truth is, there
is plenty we have forgotten. Sometimes,
we need our younger self to recall and
remind us.

We commonly hear of people writing
lessons to their younger selves warnings, things they wished they would
have known, advice, etc. But, one thing
we do not hear asked is for a person to
recall lessons from their younger selves.
We tend to think that we can only learn
from our mature, educated, “been through

For devotions this week, each person
is challenged to go back and remember.
Remember the person you used to be,
the inhibitions and courage you used to
have, and the value it brought to your life.
It’s time to learn from our younger selves,
so we can teach our older selves, and
influence others even more.

CLOSING DEVOTIONS

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
June 1–June 7
Monday

Acts 6:1-7 (Faith Community Discerns Path of Wisdom)

Tuesday

2 Timothy 1:3-9a (Parents Joyfully Pass on the Faith)

Wednesday

Psalm 34:11-18 (Learning the Fear of the Lord)

Thursday

Matthew 26:47-52 (Violence Not a Wise Choice)

Friday

1 Kings 4:29-34 (Vast Scope of Solomon’s Wisdom)

Saturday

Proverbs 4:1-9 (Prize Wisdom and Insight)

Sunday

Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10-11, 20-22, 32-33 (Godly Wisdom for Life’s Decisions)
6

LF Sum Quarterly.20.indd 6

3/16/20 1:52 PM

Lesson

2

June 14, 2020

The Value of Wisdom
Lesson Scripture: Genesis 39; Proverbs 2
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-11

Key Verse: “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.”
Proverbs 2:6 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 2:1-11 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 2:1-11 (KJV)

1 My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within you,
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom and
inclining your heart to understanding;
3 if you indeed cry out for insight, and raise
your voice for understanding;
4 if you seek it like silver, and search for it as
for hidden treasures–
5 then you will understand the fear of the
Lord and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth
come knowledge and understanding;
7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;
he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly,
8 guarding the paths of justice and preserving the way of his faithful ones.
9 Then you will understand righteousness
and justice and equity, every good path;
10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and
knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
11 prudence will watch over you; and understanding will guard you.

1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and
hide my commandments with thee;
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom,
and apply thine heart to understanding;
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;
4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest
for her as for hid treasures;
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.
7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.
8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and
preserveth the way of his saints.
9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness,
and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.
10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart,
and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;
11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:…

7
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had to remain still and take no action, but
when Simon “said,” they had to move.

KEY TERMS
• Incline – To lean towards.
• Faithful – Active practice of kindness or piety, loyalty rooted in belief.
• Scoffers – Those who make fun of/
show contempt.
• Upright – Morally correct behavior
or thinking.
• Good – Pleasant and agreeable.
• Fear – Reverence, deep respect.
• Blameless – Having integrity/without fault.
• Soul – Inner being of a person.
• Complacency – Self-satisfaction
accompanied by unawareness of
deficiencies.

Other games like Mother May I?
taught children the importance of asking
permission and seeking council before
making decisions. Because they were
limited in their questions, children had
to carefully consider each question they
would ask in order to get closer to their
goal. Each question built on the previous
one, and cleared a path towards victory.
Impulse and impatience caused players
to be removed from the game until the
next round. Though very simple in nature,
these games and others like them were
fun ways for children to learn obedience
and how to tune their ears to listen for
who was speaking: not only for safety’s
INTRODUCTION
sake, but for the sake of
Growing
up,
accomplishing the goal
children played a lot
at hand. The same can
With this over
of games that required
be applied to gaining
active listening and saturated availability of wisdom.
obedience.
Games
There are many
like Simon Says taught books, blogs, etc., how
people talking and lots
children the importance does one learn to tune
of advice being given.
of listening, in particular
Bookstores are loaded
to the one who was their ears to God, the
with self-help books,
giving
commands. One with the ultimate
and it seems a new
In order for children
book or blog or podcast
plan?
to
engage
certain
is always being released
behaviors, they had to
and launched. With this
listen for the two words
over saturated availability of books, blogs,
“Simon Says...” If Simon did not say, they
etc., how does one learn to tune their
8
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ears to God, the One
with the ultimate plan?
Or get the courage to
listen and follow? What
are the benefits of doing
so? How does listening
to wisdom and seeking
understanding help one
along life’s journey?

The
scriptures
provide
clear
Wisdom is acquired instructions for how
we are to go about
as one grows and
acquiring wisdom, and
tell us what happens
engages in various
when we do. Wisdom is
life experiences, and it acquired as one grows
and engages in various
happens in stages.
life experiences, and
TELLING THE BIBLE
it happens in stages.
STORY
Hence the “If-Then”
Just like childhood
games, Proverbs 2 is filled with several statements. For example, if one cries
out for insight, he or she will find the
“if-then” statements.
knowledge of God. Using the chart
IF...
THEN...
above, match the IF... statement with the
you accept my
you will understand
THEN... statement.
words…
the fear of the Lord.
you treasure my
you will find the
commandments with- knowledge of God.
in you…

SANKOFA
In the previous lesson, we discussed
Harriet Tubman’s sister. Today we look at
the woman called Moses. Born Araminta
Ross, she was the daughter of an enslaved
couple. After suffering a traumatic head
injury, she began to experience episodes
of dizziness and spells, which led to her
having strange visions. Moses saw these
visions as messages from God and
committed her life to God’s following.
After refusing to allow herself to be sold
and her family broken up, she fled her
master’s home and ran away to freedom.
Having only the direction of the pastor,

you make your ear
you will understand
attentive to wisdom… righteousness, justice, equity.
you incline your heart you will understand
to understanding…
every good path.
you cry out for insight…

wisdom will come
into your heart.

you raise your voice
for understanding…

knowledge will be
pleasant to your soul.

you seek wisdom like
silver…

prudence will watch
over you.

you search for wisdom as for hidden
treasures…

understanding will
guard you.

9
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Moses made it all the way from Maryland or Johnson or Hardaway, but they
to Philadelphia. It would not be long took heed to their father’s voice. They
until Moses started to receive messages listened to the advice and instruction he
again from God about the state of her gave. Though sometimes grueling, the
family. She returned to Maryland only to boys followed his practices, and it has
find a group of family members awaiting generated great reward for them. Not just
escape. Not sure of how to move so money or fame, but drive, perseverance,
many people at once, she knelt down and trust.
and prayed to God waiting for a word
What their father was instilling in
or sign. By following God’s wisdom and them was something that will bring
maintaining
constant
them much success,
communication
on and off the court. It
By
following
throughout her journey,
will sustain them, even
God’s wisdom and
Moses was able to
after basketball is long
move several people
maintaining constant gone. It is not about
from enslavement to
the sport as much as it
communication
freedom.
is about commitment,
CASE STUDY

throughout her journey,
Moses was able to
move several people
from enslavement to
freedom.

The Ball brothers,
Lonzo, LiAngelo, and
LaMelo
Ball,
have
been playing basketball
since they were able to
hold a ball. Their father,
a former basketball
player himself, had an unorthodox way
of playing the game. From the way the
boys shoot, to the way they play, to the
teams they play for, they have been
unconventional. Having a natural talent
for basketball, they could have easily
decided to follow the methods of Jordan

dedication, and hard
work. The value of
wisdom is using the
teachings and lessons
you have been given,
to work for the life you
want, while maintaining
your
integrity
and
character along the

way.
LIFE APPLICATION
“Things My Momma/Poppa Taught Me”
Think about some things a parent
or guardian said to you when you were
10
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QUESTIONS

younger, or is probably still saying. Did
you take heed? And if you didn’t, how did
things turn out? As we grow and mature,
we place more value on those words
of advice and guidance than when we
heard them in our maturing years. Our
maturity and perspective affect how we
apply those long-taught teachings, and
we appreciate their value as we mature.
This might be a good time to reflect on
these teachings and if still applicable,
apply them to your life.

1. What is the value of having wisdom?
2. How does wisdom guide your everyday life?
3. What are some ways to teach others
about the value of wisdom?
CLOSING DEVOTION
Lead me, guide me along the way,
For if you lead me I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.
This is my prayer today and every day.
Amen.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
June 8 – June 14
Monday

Galatians 6:1-10 (Work for the Good of All)

Tuesday

Romans 15:1-6 (Live Together in Harmony)

Wednesday

2 John 4-11 (Wisdom Is Walking Together in Love)

Thursday

Genesis 39:6b-18 (Joseph Resists Temptation)

Friday

Proverbs 2:12-19 (Wisdom Saves from Temptation)

Saturday

Proverbs 2:20-22; 4:24-27 (Walk on Just and Good Paths)

Sunday

Proverbs 2:1-11 (Following Godly Wisdom Pays)
11
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June 21,
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The Gifts of Wisdom
Lesson Scripture: Job 1; 42; Proverbs 8
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21

Key Verse: Take my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; for
wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. Proverbs
8:10-11 (NRSV)
PROVERBS 8:8-14, 17-21 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 8:8-14, 17-21 (KJV)

Proverbs 8:8-14
8 All the words of my mouth are righteous;
there is nothing twisted or crooked in them.
9 They are all straight to one who understands and right to those who find knowledge.
10 Take my instruction instead of silver, and
knowledge rather than choice gold;
11 for wisdom is better than jewels, and all
that you may desire cannot compare with her.
12 I, wisdom, live with prudence, and I attain
knowledge and discretion.
13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride
and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted
speech I hate.
14 I have good advice and sound wisdom; I
have insight, I have strength.
17-21
17 I love those who love me, and those who
seek me diligently find me.
18 Riches and honor are with me, enduring
wealth and prosperity.
19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
and my yield than choice silver.
20 I walk in the way of righteousness, along
the paths of justice,
21 endowing with wealth those who love me,
and filling their treasuries.

Proverbs 8:8-14
8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in
them.
9 They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge.
10 Receive my instruction, and not silver; and
knowledge rather than choice gold.
11 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all
the things that may be desired are not to be
compared to it.
12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out
knowledge of witty inventions.
13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride,
and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward
mouth, do I hate.
14 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am
understanding; I have strength.
17-21
17 I love them that love me; and those that
seek me early shall find me.
18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.
19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine
gold; and my revenue than choice silver.
20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the
midst of the paths of judgment:
21 That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.

12
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was an education.

KEY TERMS

In the 2008 interview with Billy
Walker of USA Today, King described
the significance of the then brand new
• Yield – Revenue.
$15 million B.B. King Museum and
• Crooked – Perverted.
Delta Interpretive Center. Knowing the
benefits and rewards of education, Riley
• Choice – Option.
“B.B.” King wanted it “to help people
• Endowing – Giving possession of.
who are hungry for knowledge.” He was
• Straight – Plain, straightforward.
not shy about sharing his own fears of
what life would have been like without
• Enduring – Surpassing/lasting.
his music, since he himself did not have
• Treasury – Storehouse.
an education. He acknowledged the
struggles he encountered despite his
INTRODUCTION
fame and notoriety.
Riley B. King, the son
He held the firm belief
of sharecroppers, spent
that education was
his formative years in
When you learn the and is important, and
the fields picking cotton
and going to church. He voice of wisdom and buy wanted young people
dropped out of school in to the need to pursue to understand “that
(his brain and their
during his teenage years
and, instead, continued her, only then does one brain) is like a sponge.”
his work in the fields learn to trust wisdom’s And, King urged them
to be “interested in
while playing odd gigs.
anything out there.”
words.
Throughout his life, he
Why? Because King
received all types of
knew “the beautiful
accolades, awards, and
thing about learning is
even honorary degrees
for being a pioneer in the blues genre nobody can take it away from you.”
• Twisted – Tortuous/not straight.
• Right – Pleasing.

of music. He was successful. The world
knew King’s name. There was one thing
he never acquired, which he pushed the
younger generation to obtain, and that

TELLING THE BIBLE STORY
When you learn the voice of wisdom
and buy in to the need to pursue
her, only then does one learn to trust
13
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wisdom’s words. Verses 8 and 9 begin
The war had been raging on with no
by reassuring us that we can trust what end in sight. Bombs were being dropped.
wisdom is saying, for she has proven her Cities destroyed. The U.S. was making
dependability. From previous passages, matters worse. But, two men, both
we have seen how valuable wisdom is. responsible for their fair share of the war,
Wisdom helps us to make decisions of decided to come together to discuss a
right from wrong, fair from unjust. She truce. Though the meetings began long
shows us what happens when her words before the official announcement, in
are not considered. We were instructed 1973, Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho
to listen to wisdom’s voice and follow announced a peace treaty. In that same
her advice. Now, we
year, both men were
are being urged to
honored
for
their
choose to continue the
negotiations and work
pursuit of knowledge
contributed to bring an
and instruction over
end to the violence,
For Tho, the treaty by receiving the Nobel
worldly riches. Why?
Because it is in advice
was nothing more than Peace Prize. Many
and insight that we find
celebrated, while others
words, for action had protested. The person
the greatest wealth. As
we pursue and seek
most against the award
not been taken.
wisdom diligently, we
was one of the recipients
begin to receive her
himself: Tho.
gifts. But, what are
For Tho, the treaty
wisdom’s gifts? What
was nothing more than
exactly do we receive
words, for action had
as wisdom is acquired?
not been taken. Peace was not executed,
and the war continued. Sadly, it would be
another two years before an end would
come, exasperating Tho’s decision to
reject the prize. For him, the peace of
his country was more important than an
award and money. He wanted so much
more. For the first and only time in the
history of the Nobel Peace Prize, the

SANKOFA
“Peace has not yet really been
established in South Vietnam. In these
circumstances it is impossible for me to
accept the 1973 Nobel Prize for Peace
which the committee has bestowed on
me.” – Le Duc Tho, North Vietnamese
Leader
14

LF Sum Quarterly.20.indd 14

3/16/20 1:52 PM

Lesson

3

June 21, 2020

prize was rejected.

practice. Reflect on each of these paths
to gaining wisdom. What can be involved
with each? Which is preferred? How
does one make a determination on which
is better for an individual? The Education
(formal education) group will list all the
ways their topic affirms Proverbs 8. The
Profession (learning while working) group
will list all the ways their topic affirms
Proverbs 8.

Tho’s decision to not accept the prize
created a huge stir, and for the first time
in history, the committee was so much at
odds that two members resigned. What
could have driven Tho to turn away from
such notoriety? What information did he
have that informed his decision? Was his
experience throughout the war evidence
of what was to come? Or, was he simply
using sound wisdom because the gift of
peace is better than the gift of a prize?

EDUCATION

PROFESSION

CASE STUDY
Education of Profession?
One of the greatest difficulties facing
many young people is deciding whether
or not to: (1) fully engage in courses of
study in grade school, (2) attend college
or a trade school after high school
graduation, and/or (3) go straight into the
workforce. With the rising cost of higher
education, the seeming lack of benefits
upon graduation, and the constant rise
in living wages, it becomes more and
more difficult to choose knowledge over
money.

LIFE APPLICATION
In his 1967 tale, “Don’t Be a Dropout,”
James Brown tells the sad story of what
happens when one takes for granted the
learning happening in structured spaces
like school. At a time when education was
a big push, his friend decided he would
fare better out in the world. As a result,
he rejected the teachings he learned and
advice he was given. He saw no value
in it until he reached a place where he
needed it to get to the next level. Unable
to go any further than where he was, he

Wisdom is gained in many forms;
some pursue formal education (primary,
secondary, and then higher education);
others enter the workforce or begin a
trade, often receiving on-the-job training
and gaining knowledge and skill through
15
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laments over his choice
to turn from instruction
and
knowledge.
Though harsh in its
messaging, the truth
remains that “without
an education (sound
advice,
instruction,
understanding,
and
insight) you might as
well be dead”… though
not physically.

Education is the gift
that keeps on giving.
The more we learn,
the more we position
ourselves to receive.

Education is the gift
that keeps on giving.
The more we learn, the more we position
ourselves to receive.

As a closing act of
devotion for this study
session, reflect on
these gifts of wisdom as
recorded in Proverbs 8.
Meditate on the list and
identify the gifts which
you want to acquire
and how to use wisdom
to go about acquiring
them.
Good Advice (v. 14)
Sound Wisdom (v. 14)
Insight (v. 14)
Love (v. 17)

Riches (v. 18)
Honor (v. 18)
Wealth (v. 18)
Prosperity (v. 18)
Righteous Ways (v. 20)
Paths of Justice (v. 20)

CLOSING DEVOTION
The Gifts According To
PROVERBS 8

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
June 15-June 21
Monday

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Christ, the Wisdom of God)

Tuesday

Job 1:1-5 (God Abundantly Rewards Job’s Faithfulness)

Wednesday

Job 42:10-17 (God Restores Job’s Family and Wealth)

Thursday

Proverbs 8:1-7 (Wisdom Calls the People to Respond)

Friday

Proverbs 8:22-31 (Wisdom Present and Active During Creation)

Saturday

Proverbs 8:32-36 (Choose Wisdom and Live)

Sunday

Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21 (Wisdom Affects All of Life)
16
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Wisdom’s Feast
Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 9
Focus Scripture: Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18

Key Verse: Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.
Proverbs 9:6 (NRSV)
PROVERBS 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18 (NRSV)

PROVERBS 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18 (KJV)

Proverbs 9:1-6
1 Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn
her seven pillars.
2 She has slaughtered her animals, she has
mixed her wine, she has also set her table.
3 She has sent out her servant-girls, she
calls from the highest places in the town,
4 “You that are simple, turn in here!” To those
without sense she says,
5 “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the
wine I have mixed.
6 Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in
the way of insight.”
8-10
8 A scoffer who is rebuked will only hate you;
the wise, when rebuked, will love you.
9 Give instruction to the wise, and they will
become wiser still; teach the righteous and they
will gain in learning.
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
insight.
13-18
13 The foolish woman is loud; she is ignorant
and knows nothing.
14 She sits at the door of her house, on a seat
at the high places of the town,
15 calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on their way,
16 “You who are simple, turn in here!” And to
those without sense she says,
17 “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in
secret is pleasant.”

Proverbs 9:1-6
1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath
hewn out her seven pillars:
2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.
3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth
upon the highest places of the city,
4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as
for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to
him,
5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the
wine which I have mingled.
6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the
way of understanding.
8-10
8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee:
rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will
be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.
13-18
13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing.
14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on
a seat in the high places of the city,
15 To call passengers who go right on their
ways:
16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and
as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith
to him,
17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten
in secret is pleasant.
17
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18 But they do not know that the dead are
there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there;
and that her guests are in the depths of hell.

in search of and practicing wisdom. We
recalled the sayings taught to us by our
parents/guardians, and looked at ways
we can implement them into our own
lives, and the lives of those whom we
influence. Now is the time to put it all into
action and bring others along.

KEY TERMS
• Hewn – Chop or cleave, carved.
• Faithful – Active practice of kindness
or piety, loyalty rooted in belief.
• Scoffers – Mockers.
• Without Sense – Lacking knowledge
and understanding.
• Good – Pleasant
and agreeable.
• Fear – Reverence,
deep respect.
• Blameless
–
Completeness,
integrity.
• Soul – Inner being
of a person.

Before wisdom (the
woman) could begin to
utter a word, she first
had to prepare a place
to receive those who
inclined their ear to
listen.

• Complacency –
Self-satisfaction
accompanied by
unawareness of deficiencies.

TELLING THE BIBLE
STORY
The writer of Proverbs
9 has decided to use the
concept of a feast to bring
forth the final message
of wisdom for this unit of
lessons. There are a few
major themes to pull out in
order to fully understand
how to introduce wisdom
to others. First, it begins
with preparation.

Before wisdom (the
woman) could begin to utter a word, she
first had to prepare a place to receive
those who inclined their ear to listen.
Preparations began with the physical
building of a space, and in this space,
she set up seven pillars to display not
only the capacity of the space, but the
security of it. She wanted her guests to

INTRODUCTION
We have spent the last few weeks
discussing the value, the gifts, and the
call of wisdom. We have looked at ways
to discern sound advice from foolish
words and what comes from living a life
18
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feel safe and secure.

time with her in a less threatening and
judgmental environment.

Next, she made a feast fit for a king.
She spared no resource as she wanted
to assure her guests they would not only
enjoy themselves, but be satisfied without
distractions.

SANKOFA
“Food is for more than survival, it’s a
moment when memories are created
and survival commemorated.” – Kelley
D. Evans

Having everything set, the woman
used her servants to sound the dinner
The term “Sunday Dinner” is familiar
bells. She extended an open invitation
in African American households. To
to come and share in
those without insight
the festivities. Ironically,
into its history, it is
A life not built on
her invitation was not
more than just a time
geared towards the promiscuity, immaturity,
to eat. To those leading
best or the brightest,
or fleeting riches, but in and indulging in the
or the most pious. She
tradition, it is a time
personally called out to a life filled with lasting
when the matriarch of
and opened her home
knowledge, skills,
the family beckons all
and her table to those
her children to gather.
on whom others would and instruction, which
They do not merely
have turned their back.
yields riches better than come together to eat
It was an invitation for
─ they are an integral
money or wealth.
those with room left
part of the preparation.
to grow, to come and
Some of the greatest
learn an alternate way
lessons come from the kitchen where
to live life. A life not built on promiscuity,
the women usually gather, or the couch
immaturity, or fleeting riches, but a life
where the men often gather. The women
filled with lasting knowledge, skills, and
use the ingredients and their quantities,
instruction, which yields riches better
the food preparation, the stove or oven
than money or wealth.
temperatures, etc. as teaching aids. The
This was not the time to bash wisdom’s men usually use sports and movies, and
guests and condemn them to hell. It was the stories of past times as teaching aids.
an opportunity to allow them to spend
19
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These practical tools allow the younger
generation to hear the stories of those
before, and allow these sages to share
parables and anecdotes about life, family,
and being black in America.

and other times, sad occasions. Whatever
the case, there is something special about
setting aside time to be with those who we
care about. Sharing a meal is a simple,
yet sacred occasion. It’s therapeutic,
The stories are not accusatory, nor gives us an excuse to converse, and
are they used to induce shame. They opens the door for reflection. Sharing
are simply life lessons learned through food cultivates community because the
the power of another’s narrative. By implications of sharing a meal extend
the time everyone comes to the table, beyond the time of eating. It is a universal
act that is important to
much wisdom has
Sharing food
building relationships
already been passed
cultivates community within people or groups.
along. When the time
Intentionally
eating
to eat draws closer,
because the
together creates time
and everyone gathers
around the table, there implications of sharing and space to engage
is a spirit of receptivity, a meal extend beyond in the spiritual and
intellectual levels that
trust, and love, even
when the conversations the time of eating. It is are unique to human
beings.
and stories are not so
pleasant.
Wisdom
gathers
her children around

a universal act that is
important to building
relationships within
people or groups.

While there are
other places people
meet, gathering around

a meal is the most
accessible because if
nothing else, everyone
eats. Everyone needs to eat, and a
meal brings everyone together in a
really tangible way that reflects a greater
purpose. The communal meals transform
the moment into something more unique
and meaningful. Those who participate

food, for she knows
she can provide them
nourishment for their stomachs and their
spirits.
CASE STUDY
There are many ways and many
reasons we come together. Sometimes,
we come together for happy occasions,
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become part of something greater than
themselves as individuals.

death. One invitation is for our good;
the other seeks to separate us from
God’s will. The similarities as well as the
differences make discernment such an
important practice for the Christian. We
must constantly pray for discernment that
will lead us to accept wisdom’s invitation.

Co-founders Lennon Flowers and
Rev. Jennifer Bailey, an AME itinerant
elder, have encapsulated this concept
with The People’s Supper. Through
consultation and advisement, they have
traveled all over, teaching leaders how to
Together in small groups, design a
create and convene spaces of meaningful gathering much like the one in Proverbs
connections and engagement in difficult 9; plan the decor, food, volunteers,
discourse. The spaces
invitations,
and
they created are much
itinerary. Decide who
like the feast prepared
would be responsible
Even the study
in today’s text.
for spreading the word,
passage for today from who would prepare the
LIFE APPLICATION
meal, and who would
Proverbs
makes
clear
In life, we often
host the gathering.
have to make choices. that sometimes wisdom Consider those whom
Sometimes
the
you would like to invite
and
folly
seem
to
have
a
options vary greatly
and how you would go
and
are
obvious
lot in common.
about making sure they
in
their
difference;
are comfortable. Set a
however, sometimes,
date before the end of
discernment is harder.
this quarter to host this
Even the study passage for today from gathering. Share your event with your
Proverbs makes clear that sometimes classmates when led by your teacher.
wisdom and folly seem to have a lot in
QUESTIONS:
common. They both have two houses.
They both prepare a meal. They both 1. What would it look like if our churches
created more “spaces” for connection
extend an invitation. We have to choose.
rather than condemnation?
One house will stand; the other will
eventually fall. One meal brings life and 2. What are some of the challenges to
creating this type of space?
health; the other diminished life, even
21

LF Sum Quarterly.20.indd 21

3/16/20 1:52 PM

Lesson

4

June 28, 2020

3. Considering the lessons from the
previous weeks, create an outline of
what a Wisdom Feast would look like.

Life Lessons Playlist, “79 Best Songs
That Give Life Advice.”
https://spinditty.com/playlists/LifeLessons-Playlist-35-Best-Songs-With-AMessage

________________________________
________________________________

Go through the list and see which
one speaks to you, and if there is
another that is not on this list, add it and
share with the class.

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Remember, each of us is on different
parts of the path of wisdom. The wisdom
you need now may look different from
what you need later. Close this session
with a prayer for discerning God’s wisdom
for this unique moment in your life.

________________________________
________________________________
_______________________________
CLOSING DEVOTIONS
We will close out this lesson with the

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
June 22–June 28
Monday

Psalm 119:97-104 (Law Provides the Edge)

Tuesday

Matthew 25:1-13 (Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids)

Wednesday

Ephesians 3:7-13 (Church Proclaims the Wisdom of God)

Thursday

1 Corinthians 6:1-6 (No Wise Person Among You?)

Friday

Matthew 7:24-27 (Wise and Foolish Builders)

Saturday

Psalm 1 (Benefits of Making the Wise Choice)

Sunday

Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18 (Wisdom Delivers Many Benefits)
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